
LITTLE GREEN MONSTER
BMW HAS COME OUT TO PLAY ON THE FIELD OF SUSTAINABILITY

With the release of its new fleet of electric vehicles, BMW is once again setting 
the standard for what we expect in our automobiles. In its first year on the market 
the i3 has deservingly won the Green Car of the Year Award for 2015. With its zero 
fuel emissions and sustainable production in a wind tunnel powered factory, this 
little car is everything one would expect from a green machine—except perhaps its 
impressive athleticism. 

The new BMW’s unique car-meets-SUV look stands out 
as a face of innovation in the slowly cultivating market of 
environmentally responsible vehicles, and while the i3’s 
appearance may not be the conventional BMW body style, 
behind the wheel its speed and tight handling is all Beamer. 
With a body made of extremely light, yet endurably strong 
carbon fiber, 170 all-electric horse power, and 184 lb-ft of 
torque, the little i3 can do zero to 60 in about 7 seconds. Quick 
in the accelerator and sporty in the turns, it’s a smart ride for 
work and play. 

The i3 actually comes in two variations; one is all electric, with 
a single charge range of 70 to 110 miles depending on one’s 
driving style, while the other has a range extender option that 
uses gas as a reserve purely to recharge the battery, which is a 
great feature if you will be using the car more for more long-
distance travel. This model is also equipped with break energy 
recuperation, meaning that when the driver’s foot is taken off of 
the pedal, the kinetic energy in the wheels gets stored into the 
high-voltage battery, which in turn slows the vehicle without use 
of the breaks, furthering the car’s overall efficiency. 
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This BMW’s dedication to sustainability continues on the 
interior with eucalyptus wood sourced from 100 percent 
FSC®-certified forestry, recycled plastic accents, naturally 
tanned leather trim, and seats bearing cloth made from 100 
percent recycled fibers. That “new car smell” we all love so 
much is in fact not present in the new i3s, but that’s totally 
fine, and here’s why: that nostalgic scent is actually due to the 
off gassing of VOCs (Volatile Organic Compounds) that are 
found in the adhesives, sealers and plastics used to build most 

cars, which can make a vehicle’s cabin quite the toxic hotbox. 
Fortunately, drivers can breathe easy surrounded by the clean 
natural resources utilized in the i3.

Another consideration BMW put into this vehicle is an 
extremely user-friendly operation system. The i3 has the new 
BMW i ConnectedDrive, linking your car to your electronic 
devices and enabling a seamless lifestyle between all of your 
technologies. Through the use of the BMW i Remote App 
the driver can easily check the car’s energy levels, range, and 
even the location of their parked car. Along with the new 
programming, there is also a system in place that shuts the car 
off upon the driver exiting the vehicle, with or without the 
key—a feature that can be appreciated by the many electric 
drivers who have accidentally walked away from their silent car 
while the vehicle was still on.

It’s exciting to have such a big player in auto luxury like BMW 
joining the world of sustainability with their greener vehicle 
options. One should never have to sacrifice refined tastes for 
something that is better for the planet, and that is just what 
BMW is proving with their sharp i3 coupe and sexy i8. Now 
drivers can put the pedal to the metal with a lot less guilt.

bmwusa.com

“ THE NEW BMW’S UNIQUE 
CAR-MEETS-SUV LOOK 
STANDS OUT AS A 
FACE OF INNOVATION 
IN THE SLOWLY 
CULTIVATING MARKET 
OF ENVIRONMENTALLY 
RESPONSIBLE VEHICLES.”
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